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Welcome to Cornerstone 
 

For many years now I have believed that a congregation needs a rest.  As someone 

put it recently, a summer sabbath! Consequently for the months of June, July and 

August there should be no meetings and everyone can have a break. On a lovely 

summer’s evening people should be at home with their families rather than sitting in 

a meeting in church. 

 

In the Sunday Services we ‘change gear’. The 9.30 communion shortens slightly and 

the morning service moves to 10.30 am for July and August. It becomes a lighter 

moves to the Kidzone  provided at the rear of the church  where children can play 

while being supervised by parents who still have  the opportunity to remain in the 

service. Some people will be on holiday—so, if you are around, make a special effort 

to join us for 

Summer Praise in CCR. 

 

As we reach the end of May we come  to the end of another year of life and witness. 

I never cease to be amazed at how many people give of their time and energy, their 

skills and talents in the service  of the church. From planning and organising, playing 

music and singing, catering and flower arranging, counting and recording, cutting and 

weeding, spraying and sweeping—it is simply wonderful how people do so  much. 

 

In this first issue of Cornerstone I want to express appreciation to everyone in CCR as 

together we bear witness to the things of Christ in our part of Dublin and in the 

wider world. 

Purvis 
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Leadership and Management 
 

In his book The 7 habits of Highly Effective People by Stephen Covey (1989) there is 
a section about the distinction between leadership and management. It has remained 
with me since I first read it many years ago as it is important for understanding the 
Presbyterian form of church government. 

 

Management is a bottom line focus: How can I best accomplish certain things?  
Leadership deals with the top line: what are the things I want to accomplish? 

 

You can grasp the important difference between the two if you envision a group of 
producers cutting their way through the jungle with machetes. They’re the producers, the 
problem solvers. They’re cutting their way through the undergrowth, clearing it out.  

  

The managers are behind them, sharpening the machetes, writing policy and procedure 
manuals, holding muscle development programmes, bringing in improved technologies 
and setting up working schedules and compensation programs for machete wielders. 

 

The leader is the one who climbs the tallest tree, surveys the entire situation, and yells, 
‘Wrong jungle!’ (page 101) 

 

It is not an exact model for the church, but it illustrates how we operate. 

 

The producers are the church members involved in the day to day life of the church.  

 

The Congregational Committee members are the managers—ensuring that everything 
facilitates and enables the life of the congregation. Do the doors open and close 
properly? Are the lights adequate and are the working properly? Are there tables where 
we need them? Is everything adequately insured?  

 

The Kirk Session has the role of leadership. Is CCR heading in the right direction? Are 
we being faithful to Scripture? Are we in line with the policies of the General Assembly? 
How can we develop Sunday services to meet the needs of the people? Are people 
welcomed on Sunday mornings? Is anyone in hospital?  

 

A congregation which runs smoothly and seamlessly integrates every aspect of life and 
witness depends upon a good leadership, good management and good participation by 
every member.   

 

As we begin another season of life and witness in Christ Church, please remember the 
congregation in your prayers, the members of Congregational Committee as they 
manage all that happens, and the member of Kirk Session as they provide leadership 
and direction. 

 

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly 
far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen. (Ephesians 3:20 & 21) 



The Kirk Session 

Kirk Session is begins the new cycle of life and witness with a Saturday Brunch in Bijou 

restaurant on September 7th. It is an opportunity for fellowship, prayer and debate as we 

consider the months ahead.  

It is said that there are two good questions to ask at a Session meeting: 

1. What do we need more of? 

2. What do we need less of? 

The congregation of Allen Park, (PCUSA) have a guiding question at their meetings: if 

we do that, will it make us look more like, or less like, the Kingdom of God? 

Remember the members of Kirk Session in your prayers as we seek to pride 

leadership in a changing, developing Ireland. 

Who is my neighbour? 

During the month of July we 

took the theme Who is my 

neighbour?  On July 7th 

Jackie Murphy gave a 

fascinating illustrated talk 

about Operation Walk 

Vietnam 2019.  A team of 

over 100 surgeons, nurses 

and other specialists travelled 

to Vietnam to carry out hip 

and knee replacements.   

Wel l  done Jackie! !  



Congregational Committee 

Over the summer months the Committee has been active with routine maintenance and 

with the redecoration of the Committee Room. 

Painting by 

Armand! 

Cleaning by 

Paul! 

The Outcome! 

The Committee Room is 

now a totally redecorated 

room with a new heater. 

So much better for all 

who use it. 

Congregational Committee 
The first meeting of Committee is on Tuesday, September 10th at 8.00 pm. Much of it is 
routine, but essential for the management of CCR! The following items of agenda occur 
each month: 
1. Finance report. 
2. Halls Lettings report. 
3. Property maintenance report. 
4. Any other business which arises and needs to be discussed and a decision taken. 
The members of Committee take these responsibilities on your behalf and report to the 
AGM each year. Please remember them in your prayers. 



We are grateful to Dr Maureen Boyd for 

the gift of a defibrillator which is located 

outside the vestry door.  Let us hope we 

never need it, but it will be good to have 

one if we do! 



Rathgar Horticultural Society  

65th Annual Flower Show  

On Saturday, July 6th the Lecture Hall was a hive of activity all day. From setting up (which began 
on Friday), arranging, judging, counting, awarding, presenting, drinking tea and coffee and 
clearing up! The hall was filled with flowers, fruit, vegetable and home baking, and thronged 
with visitors. Thanks to the Horticultural Committee, chaired by Bruce Carswell, and to all who 
assisted in any way. 



September 
3rd  Dublin and Munster Presbytery (in Galway) 
7th  Kirk Session             10.00 am 
10th  Congregational Committee            8.00 pm 
12th  Movie Afternoon              2.00 pm 
17th  Prayers for Healing              8.00 pm 
18th  Wednesday Morning Group          10.30 am 
19th  Faith & Conversation Lecture            7.30 pm 
  ?? Faith and Blasphemy 

October 
9th  Wednesday Morning Group          10.30 am 
  Book Launch               7.30 pm 
10th  Being Presbyterian Conference       9.30 am & 7.30 pm 
  Revd Dr Sam Wells  Being an Open Church 
13th  Harvest Thanksgiving Services 
  Revd Anne Tolland (St John’s Presbyterian Church, Newtownbreda) 
16th  Wednesday Morning Group          10.30 am 
17th  Thursday Movie              2.00 pm 
19th  Rathgar Book Festival 
20th  Morning Service            11.00 am 
  Revd Dr Ruth Patterson (Restoration Ministries) 
23rd  Wednesday Morning Group          10.30 am 
  Prayers for healing              8.00 pm 
24th  Faith & Conversation Lecture             7.30 pm 
  Faith & Art (Revd Dr Celia Kenny) 

November 
10th  Remembrance Sunday 
13th  Wednesday Morning Group          10.30 am 
14th  Thursday Movie              2.00 pm 
20th  Wednesday Morning Group          10.30 am 
27th  Wednesday Morning Group          10.30 am 
22nd Faith & Conversation Lecture            7.30 pm 
  Faith & Emotion (Revd Purvis Campbell) 
26th  Prayers for Healing              8.00 pm 



December 
4th  Wednesday Morning Group for Advent        10.30 am 
5th  Festival of Christmas Lights            7.00 pm 
11th  Wednesday Morning Group for Advent        10.30 am 
12th  Thursday Movie              2.00 pm 
13th  Festival of Carols              7.30 pm 
19th  Prayers for Healing              8.00 pm 
18th  Wednesday Morning Group for Advent        10.30 am 


