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Rathgar crossroads and Christ Church Rathgar (centre), circa 1900

ConservationPhotographic Report

Christ Church Rathgar, Rathgar Road, Dublin 6. D06 CF63. 

This is a protected structure RPS Ref. 7082.
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Front Entrance  of Christ Church Rathgar 2018 

Christ Church Rathgar RathgarVillage ςAerial View. 
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Christ Church Rathgar is located at the fulcrum of Rathgar Village 

Christ Church Rathgar Village ςAerial View. 
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SITE Plan July 2017  

Aerial View of Christ Church Rathgar
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Historic 6 inch map 1837-1842

The original site which had a house called Rathgar Lodge was purchased in 1859. The adjacent site where the Tenant Hall 
now stands was purchased in  1966 -1968 by William Judge and donated to the Church for the construction of Tenant Hall. 
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Historic 25 inch map 1888-1913

The plan of Christ church is clearly visible and the place name of Rathgar Lodge is still on the map 
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Rathgar crossroads and Christ Church Rathgar (centre), circa 1900.
The electrified tram lines above the street, which were added in the late 1800's.The first horse drawn tram to Rathgar ran on 1 
February 1873Previously, Rathgar had a horse-drawn omnibus service from 1833, running to AngleseaStreet, for a fare of 4d.

Rathgar crossroads and Christ Church Rathgar (centre), circa 1900.
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Andrew HeitonJunior  1823-1894 

Andrew Heitonjunior was born on 3rd April 1823  at Inchture
,Pertshire, son of architect Andrew HeitionSenior. 
The elder Heitonwas probably the clerk of works on Lord 
Kinnaird's RossiePriory estate. Andrew Junior served his 
apprenticeship with his father, who had by then settled in 
Perth. He was a well known architect of country houses. 

In 1860 he won the competition for designing Rathgar 
Presbyterian church (1860-62),(2)and he subsequently 
designed two other Presbyterian churches in Dublin: the 
FindlaterMemorial Church in Parnell Square (1862-64) and the 
Mission Church in Jervis Street (1864)



Christ Church, Rathgar, Dublin 6.
This is a protected structure 

9

The Presbyterian Church Dun Laoghaire, 1862.  designed by Andrew Heiton . 
The  Presbyterian Mission Church Jervis Street Dublin, 1864. designed by Andrew Heiton. 

PresbyterianMissionChurchJervisStreet Dublin was constructed
in 1864 and designedby Andrew Heiton. It was demolishedto
makewayfor anextensionto JervisHospital.
The Dublin Builder Oct 15 1864 describedthe church as άThe
building will be in the Early Englishstyle of Architecture, and
comparativelyspeakingplain in appearance. Thematerial for the
front will be Co. Dublingreystockbricks,with red andwhite bands
andarches.
Thetracerywill be composedof Bathstone, andof Portlandstone
in parts most exposedto weather. Theinteriors will be of simple
but neat character. Theplancompriseslargeschoolςrooms,which
canalsobeusedfor lecturerooms.

The Presbyterian Church in Dun Laoghaire was designed  by 
Andrew Heitonand constructed in 1862. The Gothic detailing is 
similar to that of Rathgar and Parnell Square. Heitonmakes use 
of the sloping site to locate the Church hall in lower part of the 
building as he did in Christ Church Rathgar .   
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Findlater'sChurch, Parnell Square North, Frederick Street North, Dublin, Dublin City              
constructed 1862-64 . Design Andrew Heiton

CƛƴŘƭŀǘŜǊΩǎChurch located on the corner of ParnellSquare was designedby Andrew Heiton
andfundedby AlexanderFindlaterin 1862-1864. Thestonecut churchPresbyterianchurch is in
the DecoratedGothicrevivalstyle with only two facadesvisible. Thechurchhasa rectangular
plan facingsouth with three-stagecorner entrancetower and spire to east, lower three-stage
stair tower to west and triple gabledeastnaveelevation. Steeplypitched slate roof with fish-
scaleslatecoursesandtriangularlucarneswith trefoil timber openings.


